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THE OLD GLOBE ANNOUNCES
WORLD PREMIERE OF BROADWAY-BOUND
THE FIRST WIVES CLUB — A NEW MUSICAL

ToNY AWARDO-WINNER KAREN ZIEMBA RETURNS TOTHE OLD GLOBE AND | SJOINED BY
ToNY AWARD-NOMINEES SHERYL L EE RALPH AND BARBARAWALSH TO LEAD THE CAST

San Diego — Lou Spisto, Executive Producer of theyTAward®-winning Old Globe, is pleased to annautize
world premiere of The First Wives Club — A New Musicato be performed at the Old Globe Theauéy 17 —
August 23, 2009 as part of the Globe’s 2009 Summer Season. Basdtie best-selling novel and Hollywood
blockbuster of the same name, this Broadway-boundical features a book by Tony winnRupert Holmes
(Curtains!, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, Say Goodhi@hacie) and a score bBrian Holland, Lamont Dozier
and Eddie Holland, the threesome who created hits for Martha andMdmadellas, The Miracles, Marvin Gaye,
The Four Tops and The Supremes. The productionbilliirected by award winning opera and theatdaaictor
Francesca Zambello(The Little Mermaidfor Disney on Broadway, ittle House on the Prairidor the Guthrie
Theatre Rebeccaat the Vienna Raimund Theatre and recerly,gy and Besand theWagner Ring Cyclat the
San Francisco Opera where she is the Artistic Awntvisls Zambello has won three Olivier Awards and tiedits
at The Metropolitan Opera, Teatro alla Scala, Réyaért Hall, Bolshoi, Paris Opera, The Kennedy @eand the
Chicago Lyric).

The First Wives Cluls a funny, moving and empowering new musical 8asethe smash-hit movie comedy and
Olivia Goldsmith's bestselling novel. Former coéiigends reunite at middle-age and soon discdwey share the
same unhappy story - their ungrateful husbandseoark into midlife by dumping them for younger women
Inspired by their renewed friendship, the three woniband together and take back their lives in ktylas
captivating new musical is destined to be the tiwdtevent of 2009!

“The OIld Globe has sent over 20 productions on rtmaBway and this new musical is one of the mositiegc
projects that we have ever had the privilege talpee,” said Spisto. “Countless millions of peoplevg up singing
along to the hits of Holland-Dozier-Holland andith&ongs continue to have an enormous impact oh aaw
generation. To have them composing original musidtis world premiere at The Old Globe is beyorditeng.
With the multi-talented Tony Award-winner Rupert Ikh@s writing the book and one of the most sougtdraf
directors in both the world of Opera and the threedtrancesca Zambello, at the helm, this univeréelloved story
is sure to bring a thrilling new theatrical expage to San Diego audiences.”

-- more --



The cast features Broadway veterdBarbara Walsh (Company, Hairspray)as “Brendd, Karen Ziemba
(Contact, Curtains)as “Annie,” Sheryl Lee Ralph (Dreamgirls, Thoroughly Modern Milljeas “Elyse,” John
Dossett(Gypsy as “Aaron,”Kevyn Morrow (Dreamgirlg as “Bill,” Brad Oscar (The Producersas “Morty,”
Sara Chaseas “Trophy Wife,”Sam Harris (The Lif§ as “Duane,’Ari Lerner andAustyn Myers alternating as
“Jason,” withMichelle Aravena, Mark Campbell, Thursday Farrar, Jenifer Foote, Bob Gaynor, Matthew
LaBanca, Victoria Matlock, Kat Palardy, Martin Samu el andRichard Waits as the Ensemble.

The design team includes Scenic Desidgpeter J. Davison(revival of Blithe Spiritin 2009 Is He Dead?, Deuce
andMedea for which he was nominated for a 1994 Tony Awaft)stume Designdtaul Tazewell(2009 revival
of Guys and DollsTony Award Nominee in 2008 fon The Heightsin 2006 forThe Color Purpleand in 1996 for
Bring in ‘Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk Lighting DesigneMark McCullough (The American Plar2000revival
of Jesus Christ SupersiarSound Designedon Weston(13; 2006 revival ofLes Miserables; The Color Purple;
Caroline, or Change; Thoroughly Modern MilliecChoreographetisa StevensMusic SupervisoRon Melrose,
ConductorJohn Gentry Tennysonand Orchestratddarold Wheeler.

Original Dreamgirl, Sheryl Lee Ralph, (“Elyse”) is an acclaimed veteran of film, teledsiand the Broadway
stage. Her award winning body of work includes tnggand originating the role of “Deena Jones” andiway in
the landmark musicdDreamgirls which earned her both a Tony and Drama Desk Awdthination for Best
Actress. AfterDreamgirls Ms. Ralph turned her attention to music, tel@visind film. On television, Sheryl Lee
has starred in “It's a Living,” her own series “Néutitude,” the George Foreman series “George” enthe hit
comedy “Designing Women.” She was also voted ornBw$ Favorite Moms for her portrayal of step momelbn
the number-one rated television series “Moeshag’ I8loke new ground In the SHOWTIME series, “Barbers”
as the popular, post-operative transsexual, CIRieeently, Sheryl Lee brought a new face to théesufys of war
in the NBC hit series ER. Her extensive film creditcludeSister Act Ilwith Whoopi GoldbergThe Flintstones
with Rosie O'Donell,The Mighty Quinnwith Denzel WashingtonMistresswith Robert De Niro, and Eddie
Murphy'sDistinguished Gentlemarsheryl Lee's performance with Danny Glovelm Sleep with Angawron her
the Independent Spirit Award for Best Supportindréss.

Barbara Walsh (“Brenda”) has appeared in several prominent Bragdproductions. Walsh is best known for her
Drama Desk Award-winning and Tony-nominated rolé"Bsna” in the Broadway production dfalsettos She
appeared on Broadway in the short-lived muskig, based on the Penny Marshall film starring Tom kdan
Recently, Ms. Walsh was in the 2007 Broadway rdvofaStephen Sondheim8ompany playing the role of
“Joanne.” She has also appeared on Broadwdork 'n Roll! The First 5,000 Years, Nine, Bloo®tBers and
Hairspray. She played the dual roles of “Edith Beale” anddsughter “Little Edie” inGrey Gardenst the Studio
Theatre (Washington, DC) from November 12, 2008ugh December 21, 2008. Walsh's television créaiside
guest roles on “Law & Order,” “Law & Order: Crimihbntent,” and the recurring role of Judy SchulnZmwn on
“One Life to Live.”

Tony-winning actor-singer-dancéfaren Ziemba (“Annie”) is one of Broadway’s most versatile abdloved
performers. Karen received the Tony Award — alorith uhe Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle awards
starring in Susan Stroman and John Weidman’'s hgical Contact at Lincoln Center Theater. On and Off-
Broadway, Karen has played murderers and marathpaataughter of the West, to the daughter of aerfgan
president. She starred as “Roxie Hart” in Kandat Bbb’s Chicagq and “Rita Racine” in theiteel Pier(for
which she received her first Tony award nominaasnwell as Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle mations),
and starred in the new Gershwin musi€xazy For YouKaren Ziemba made her debut at the Globe edHisr
year in John GuareSix Degrees of Separatias “Ouisa.”
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John Dossett(“*Aaron”) made his Broadway debut in 1979 in a $tioed musical entitled th&ing of Schnorrers

In 1982 he joined the cast Bifth of July, after which the bulk of his work was in off-Broaaly productions and on
television. He was a member of the off-BroadwaycléirRepertory Company, performing in many plays
between1980-1994. He later achieved success inptpolar musicalsRagtime(1998) and the 2003 revival of
Gypsy,opposite Bernadette Peters. His performance inatier garnered him both Tony Award and Drama Desk
Award nominations as Outstanding Featured Actoa iWusical. His most significant screen credit is 990
AIDS drama,Longtime CompanianHe most recently was reunited with l@gpsyco-star Peters in a one-night
only benefit reading dfove Letters

Kevyn Morrow (“Bill”) made his Broadway debut as a member of thiginal cast oL.eader of the Pagke soon
after joined the cast of the legend@horus LineHis next Broadway show would be as an originat caember
of Dreamgirls Kevyn has also appearedSmokey Joe's Cafe, Dream, The Scarlet Pimpeanel the 2002 revival
of Anything GoesHe recently appeared in the premiere presentafi®ipper, the musical, at New World Stages.

Brad Oscar (“Morty”) was nominated for the 2001 Tony Award fiois role as Nazi playwright “Franz Liebkind”
in The ProducersHe has appeared in several productions at the ABtage in Washington, DC. In 2005, he
played "The Devil" (Mr. Applegate) iDamn Yankeesand in October 2006 he played "Master of Ceregginn
Cabaret He has completed playing multiple roles, inclgdittady Enid" inThe Mystery of Irma Vem 2008.
Other regional work includes the title role in thesicalBarnum at the Asolo Repertory Theatre (Florida).

Sam Harris (“Duane”) who's recent role on the CBS comedy, éT®lass,” is the latest incarnation of a careen tha
has spanned more than two decades, spanning frmgar&Bongwriter to stage, film, television actomtoter and
producer. Sam has starred in production€abaret, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreatraod the self-
penned show®ifferent Hatsand, most notablyHard Copy in which he portrayed six different characters
frequenting an all-night news stand. The show wiasge success, garnering myriad awards, and Santilsgnand
acting skills were now coming to the forefront. Heeived a Drama Desk-nomination for his role ia Tommy
Tune produce@Grease Immediately following, he toured for 15 monthstie Broadway National tour of Andrew
Lloyd Webber'sloseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamc8aion after, Sam starred in Cy Colemdriie
Life, for which he received the Drama League Award afi as Tony, Outer Critic's Circle and Drama Desk
nominations.

One of America’s most popular and prolific “popngmvriting teamsBrian Holland, Lamont Dozier and Eddie
Holland are collaborating on the music and lyrics Tdre First Wives Clulafter successful independent careers.
They have received over 100 million airplays onioaahd television. Their songs have had an indeliblluence
on the international music scene and have beent afphe fabric of our lives for over four decad@&beir body of
work has been recorded by Rod Stewart, MichaelstackJames Taylor, Marvin Gaye, The Dixie Chickise T
Supremes, Martha and the Vandellas, The Four Thps,Isley Brothers, Freda Payne, The Carpentendyr8a
Streisand, Reba McEntire, The Temptations, Dionraawitk, The Jackson Five and The Beatles to namsiegu
few. Among the numerous hits penned by the teamdadfand, Dozier and Holland, whose music has hademo
airplay than the Rolling Stones, Elvis and the Bsacombined, are “How Sweet It Is (To Be Loved¥Ynu),”
“Baby | Need Your Loving,” “Stop! In the Name of ke,” “You Can't Hurry Love” and “I Can't Help Mydéel
They were inducted in the Songwriters Hall of Famé988; into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in @9¢hey
received the National Association of Recording #gtiand Science Trustee Award and were recentlgredrwith
the BMI (Broadcast Music, Inc) “ICON” award and tBengwriters Hall of Fam&ohnny Mercer Award.
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Rupert Holmes (Book) has won Tony® awards as an author, a Briand a composer. His Broadway credits
include: Curtains (2006 Drama Desk Award, Best Book of a Musical; y®nnominations Best Book, Best
Additional Lyrics); The Mystery of Edwin Drooflfony® awards Best Musical, Best Book, Best Scatentical
honors from the New York Drama Desk and an addifiddrama Desk to Holmes for Best Orchestrati@gy
Goodnight GracigTouring Broadway Award, Best Play; Tony® nominatiBest Play); the tour de force for actor
Stacy KeachSolitary Confinementand the comedy-thrilleAccomplice(Mystery Writers of America Edgar®
award). He also created and wrote the criticalistaamed AMC television seridRemember WENNHis first novel
Where the Truth LieéTop Ten Debut Crime Novel, Booklist; Best Americslystery Novel 2004, Nero Wolfe
nomination) was made into a film by Atom Egoyarrritg Colin Firth and Kevin Bacon. His short staribave
recently appeared iBest American Mystery Stories 2088d On a Raven's WingHolmes' popular songs have
been recorded by many of the great vocalists oftimg, most frequently and notably Barbra Streisdodwhom

he also contributed to the Golden Globe-winningsad A Star is BornHe feels very honored to be collaborating
with the great American songwriting team of Hollelddzier-Holland.

Francesca ZambellgDirector) is an internationally recognized and edwainning opera and theater director. Her
recent theatrical credits includéhe Little Mermaidfor Disney on Broadwayl,ittle House on the Prairidor the
Guthrie TheaterRebeccafor the Vienna Raimund Theatéijest Side Storfor the floating stage in Bergenz,
Austria, andShowboatt The Royal Albert Hall. She is the Artistic Ader of the San Francisco Opera where she
is helming a newRing Cycleand Porgy and Besshis season. She has many notable directing tsredlithe
Metropolitan Opera, includingdn American Tragedy, Cyramand Les Troyensas well as at Teatro alla Scala,
Royal Albert Hall, Bolshoi, Royal Opera House, Ba@pera, Washington Opera, and Chicago Lyric, among
others. Her honors include three Olivier Awardso tEvening Standard Awards, two French Grand Peag d
Critiques, Helpmann Award, Palme d'Or in Germany tre Golden Mask in Russia.

The musical will be produced on Broadway by Pauibart and Jonas Neilson, with a theatre and daté® t
announced.

Tickets toFirst Wives Club—The Musicare currently available by subscription by contarthe Globe Box
Office at(619) 23-GLOBEor online atvww.TheOldGlobe.org

# # #

The internationally-acclaimed, Tony Award® -winni®g Globe is one of the most renowned regionadtiies in the country and has stood as San Diego’s
flagship arts institution for 74 years. The Old G4oproduces a year-round season of 15 plays anécais®n its three stages, including its highly-aeded
Shakespeare festival. The Globe has become a gaitpace for leading theatre artists from aroute tworld, such as Tom Stoppard, Daniel Sullivan and
Chita Rivera, among many others. Numerous Broadveayid premieres and revivals, suchliagy Rotten ScoundrelShe Full MontyandDamn Yankees
have been developed at The Old Globe and haveaoiteenjoy highly successful runs in New Yorkanegional theatres across the country.

The Globe’s 2009 Summer Season includes the redo8umamer Shakespeare Festival, featu@ogiolanus, Twelfth Nighand Edmund Rostand@yrano
de Bergeraplaying in repertory; the world premiere musiclhe First Wives Clubby R&B legends Holland-Dozier-Holland and Rupertlides; and
Charles Ludlam’sThe Mystery of Irma VepUnder the leadership of Executive Producer Ld@sisSpisto and Resident Artistic Director Darko Tje, the
Globe is at the forefront of the nation’s leadirgrforming arts organizations, setting a standarddrcellence in American Theatre.



WHAT: The First Wives Club
Book by Rupert Holmes
Music and Lyrics by Brian Holland, Lamont Dozierdaaddie Holland
Directed by Francesca Zambello
WHEN: July 17 — August 23;Press Opening: Friday, July 31 at 8pm
Sun/Tue/Wed at 7pm; Thu/Fri/Sat at 8pm; Matinees/Stin at 2pm
WHERE: Old Globe Theatre, Balboa Park
WHO: Director: Francesca Zambello Scenic DesigReter J. Davison
Costume Designer: Paul Tazewell Lighting Desigiark McCullough
Sound Designer: Jon Weston Music Supervisor: Refrdde
Orchestrator: Harold Wheeler Conductor: John Gehénnyson
Cast:
Sheryl Lee Ralph Elyse
Barbara Walsh Brenda
Karen Ziemba Annie
John Dossett Aaron
Kevyn Morrow Bill
Brad Oscar Morty
Sara Chase Trophy Wife
Sam Harris Duane
Ari Lerner/Austyn Myers Jason
Michelle Aravena Ensemble
Mark Campbell Swing; u/s Morty
Thursday Farrar Ensemble; Andante; u/s Elyse
Jenifer Foote Swing
Bob Gaynor Ensemble; u/s Aaron
Matthew LaBanca Ensemble; u/s Duane
Victoria Matlock Ensemble; Andante; Cynthia; u/s Annie
Kat Palardy Ensemble; Chris
Martin Samuel Ensemble
Richard Waits Ensembile; u/s Bill
BACKGROUND:

THE OLD GLOBE FACT SHEET
THE FIRSTWIVES CLUB — A NEW MUSICAL

A world premiere, Broadway-Bound musicdlhe First Wives Clubs a funny, moving and empowering new
musical based on the smash-hit movie comedy andaOBoldsmith's bestselling novel. Former collegerfds
reunite at middle-age and soon discover they stimresame unhappy story - their ungrateful husbaadsened
into midlife by dumping them for younger women. gived by their renewed friendship, the three worband
together and take back their lives in style! Thaptozating new musical is destined to be the thesdtevent of
2009!

TICKETS: $55 to $92

Box OFFICE: (619) 23-GLOBE www.TheOldGlobe.org
Hours: Tuesday thru Saturdays: noon to 8:00pm;

Sundays: noon to 7:00pm.



